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Hello from us!

The prime hunting season is now! And what a
spectacular few months we have had, with two hunters
going home with their much deserved leopard trophies,
several sables and roans, some very good kudu and
many satisfied hunters! We hope you enjoy our
newsletter, greetings from the Oelofse family and the
Jan Oelofse Hunting Safaris TEAM!

Introducing the Tsessebe

About 15 years ago, a small group of tsessebe were first
introduced into the Okonjati Game reserve, but
unfortunately did not survive very long. Beginning of
July 2015, the Oelofse family bought and let loose
another three individuals, but this time into a smaller
pen, in order for them to acclimatize and reach
sustainable numbers. Once these individuals have
established themselves, more tsessebes are to be

introduced into the area. The three tsessebe are in
excellent condition.

Tsessebes are currently not considered to be at risk of
extinction, but decreasing populations may become
more vulnerable around 2025. They will remain a non-
huntable specie at Okonjati until their numbers have
increased substantially.

Amy Bell Sholarship Recipient 2015
Albertina Haimbala was chosen to be the first recipient
of the Amy Bell scholarship, initiated by Ellen & Larry
Bell in loving memory of their daughter Amy, who
passed away in her 30s, but left behind many gifts to
children all around Africa, in the form of scholarships
and other programs.

Albertina has attended the Mount Etjo Private School
from Grade 1-6, where after she continued her studies
at a high school in Otjiwarongo. She has achieved top
marks at her school, serves as a prefect, and is
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committed to achieving an independent life so that one
day she may support her family. Both her parents Taina
& Levi work at Mount Etjo Safari Lodge and Okonjati
game reserve. Albertina has 5 siblings, two of whom are

handicapped and may need special care sometime in

their lives.

With the “old” helicopter having served us well (both
Annette & Alex did their training on it), it was time to let
the old helicopter go in order to still receive a
worthwhile selling price. Time to order a new one,

brand new out of the box this time! And why not exactly
the same one, same colour, same style... Congrats and

The Amy Bell scholarship will financially support always happy landings Annette & Alex!
Albertina in her studies up to University level, covering
schooling, tuition and accommodation fees. We know
that she will make us proud, that she will be an
inspiration and role model to all fellow students at our
private school and that many will follow in her footsteps
in the following years.
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With the new helicopter, the yearly game count proved
to be much easier than in previous years by plane. Most
specie numbers were decreased through live sales,
meat & trophy hunting, but many specie numbers are
critically high, including Springbuck: 1890, Blue
Wildebeest: 930, Giraffe: 920, Burchell Zebra: 430, and
Eland: 320. Thanks to regular rabies vaccinations and
some live purchases, it was great to see that the Kudu
population had increased substantially to 360.

With about 72 permanent employees and their large
families staying on the property, staff housing has to be
renovated on a regular basis. All families are provided
with their own homes, electricity and water, free
schooling and a church, and all tools and equipment
required to renovate their own homes. Annette
courageously undertook the seemingly endless task of
supervising the renovation works, but can now after 5
months of hard work look back on a fully revamped and
beautiful village!
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